The Honorable Dan Patrick

11451 Katy Freeway, Ste. 209

Houston, TX 77079

dan.patrick@senate.state.tx.us
The Honorable Beverly Woolley

2200 Post Oak Blvd., Ste. 625

Houston, TX 77056

beverly.woolley@house.state.tx.us
Dear  :

I am writing today to ask you to reconsider the Texas Legislature's decision requiring public schools to start no earlier than the fourth Monday in August.

There are a few reasons why I think this start date is negatively impacting my child(ren).  Our district, Spring Branch Independent School District, has attempted to retain the same ending school date, while accommodating the later start date.  This has resulted in a compressed annual school schedule.  Teachers are forced to piggyback development days into what used to be holiday time for them, which is a stress on their own personal and family lives.  Additionally, by eliminating the non-holiday days off (teacher development days in the past) has created a high-pressure calendar.  The spring semester, especially, has long stretches without breaks.

Our children are TIRED.  The condensed school year doesn’t allow for any breathing room.

Additionally, a long summer (approximately 12 weeks) forces more review and remediation after school begins, taking up more time in the already shortened year for catching up.  For some, the “summer break” must now use that time in summer school programs to retain the knowledge.

I ask that you promote revisiting this start date during the next Legislative session.

Sincerely,

