The Honorable Dan Patrick

11451 Katy Freeway, Ste. 209

Houston, TX 77079

dan.patrick@senate.state.tx.us
The Honorable Beverly Woolley

2200 Post Oak Blvd., Ste. 625

Houston, TX 77056

beverly.woolley@house.state.tx.us
Dear 
I am writing today to urge you to fight for major change in Public School Finance in Texas, revisiting the funding system adopted by the 79th Legislature during its third special session in 2006, as well as Senate Bill VII, also known as the "Robin Hood" law.  According to projections, every school district in Texas will be bankrupt in three to seven years unless the next Texas Legislature changes the way public schools are funded.  We need our elected officials to work towards a major, long-term solution.  The inefficiencies of our current system are having a detrimental effect on our schools and communities. 

Recent news about school funding highlights the inaccuracies that exist in current school funding legislation:

· The amount of revenue per student that districts may raise locally is frozen at 2006-7 levels, and not adjustable to increased costs.

· Our district, Spring Branch Independent School District (SBISD) projects the following increases in their budget: 3% payroll, 9% health insurance premiums, 7% other benefits, and 75% fuel costs.

· While the revenue remains flat, property assessments further increases SBISD’s Robin Hood payment, projected to increase from $12 million to $19 million in 2008/9.

· Houston Independent School District (HISD) is now considered a “wealthy” district, and will have to pay into the Robin Hood system.  As one of the districts Robin Hood was designed to help fund, this news shows that recent changes in home values are cause to revisit Senate Bill 7 is due for an update.

Unless school funding laws are changed, school districts all over Texas will face drastic cuts in programs and personnel.  I implore you to work with the legislature to come up with a system that provides equitable funding between school districts, as well as adequate funding for everyone, avoiding this crisis in educating our children.

Sincerely,

